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_ Missionary Kntelligence. 


CIRCULATION OF THE BIBLE IN MEXICO. 


Mr. James Thomson, an agent of the British and 
Foreiga bible Society, arrived in the city of Mexico 
in May 1827. A few facts, fromthe last Report of 
the Society, are stated in the last Herald which show 
what success has attended his efforts, and what the 
prospect is, that this dark region of the earth will 
be supplied with the light of God’s word. 


Readiness of the People to purchase the Bible. 

In the city of Mexico, in the space of little 
more than one mouth, he sold 300 Bibles aud 
380 New Testaments, ata price equal to the 
original cost and all expenses. Fifty copies of 
each were purchased to be carried to Puebla, 
three days journey (rom Mexico and containing 
80,000 inhabitants. At Queretaro, with 25,000 
inhabitants, he sold 125 Bibles, 150 Testaments, 
80 of the four Evangelists, 95 of Luke and 
Acts, 450 in the whole, for 741 rix dollars. At 
Zelaya, 12,000 inhabitants, he sold 69 Bibles, 
53 ‘Testaments, and 47 books, containing por- 
tions of the Bible. At Guanajuato, he sold 260 
Bibles, 160 Testaments, and 197 portions of 
the Bible, for 1,111 dollars. At San Juan de 
Los Lugos, he sold 133 Bibles, 100 Testaments, 
53 portions of the Bible: at Aguas Calientes, 
21 Bibles, 19 Testaments, and 73 portions of 
the Bible: at Zacatecas, 112 Bibles, 157 Tes- 
taments, 12 portions of the Bible, and leit two 
cases of Bibles with a merchant, to be sent into 
the interior: at San Luis Potosi, 85 Bibles, 77 
Testaments, and lett four cases for the interior. 


—Mr. ‘Thomson had then disposed of the whole | 


supply which he had taken with him, and seit or- 
ders to London for large additional supplies. 
He expected to be able to remit thither 500l. as 
the availsof what he had sold. The Bibles were 
often inquired after by priests and monks who 
purchased them eagerly, recotnmended the pur- 
chasing and reading of the Bible to others, and 
often rendered the agent much assistance in this 
way. Many copies of the sacred book were car- 
ried into nanneries and convents. 

A few extracts from Mr. Thomson’s corres- 
pondence, found in the Appendix to the Report, 
will give a very interesting view of the charac- 
ter of the purchasers, and the preparation there 
is in that country for receiving the Bible. At 
Zelaya Mr. T. writes— 


“As we went on with our sale on this first 
day of it, a gentleman advanced in years called 
at our sale-room and bought a Bible. After he 





had made his purchase, he sat down on one of 
our boxes (the only seat we had) for a consider- 
able time, speaking to the people who came to 
buy, of the excellence of the Scriptures, and 
the great advantage they enjoyed in having 
thein offered to them in their native tongue, 
aud at a price next to nothing.—Whilst he sat 
with us at our sale, I gave him a copy of the 
Brief View of the Society’s Plan and Opera- 
tions. ‘This he read aloud, and suspended the 
attention of all about him, stopping from time 
to time to explaia to his little audience the be- 
nevolence and the glory of the object and ope- 
rations of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 

“f have already told you of two priests who 
purchased the Scriptures, at an early period 
of our sale. It was pleasing to hear these two 
individuals speak with much approbation of the 
reading of the Scriptures by all classes, and to 
hear thom express their satisfaction that the 
word of God had been sent to their native place, 
in their native tongue, and at so very moderatea 
price. Other priests also came during the course 
of our sale, and went away purchasers ; and two 
or three of them came again and again, bringing 
one friend and another to see and to buy some 
of our goods. A friar, of the order of Mercy, 
who had been with us more. than once, called 
again, bringing with him a friar of another or- 
der; and upon taking up a Bible, and showing 
itto his friend, said, “Do you see what fine 
print it is, what excellent paper, and so cheap ? 
and observe, it is in the Spanish language, too ; 
why, this is the very thing for us to read, as 
you know we cannot read Latin.” Besides the 
preceding, we had buyers of a new class in this 
place. A message was received from a nunnery 
requesting meto send specimens of the Bibles 
and Testaments forexamination. I sent one of 
each kind; and soon after, the messenger re- 
turned with the price of the volumes sent.— 
This is, I think, the first time I have been hon- 
ored by dealers of this class in a direct way, 
and I Lope it will not be the last. 

“f have remarked inthis place a more than 
usual number of persons in che low ranks of 
life coming to buy the scriptures. The satis- 
faction with which they purchased them, and 
the evident joy they had in their newly acquir- 
ed property, together with some of their re- 
marks, were nota little gratifying. There were 
several purchasers whose whole amount of 
clothing seemed not to exceed in value the sum 
they paid for a Bible. One individual, a little 
above the class of purchasers now mentioned, 
after buying his Bible, and speaking with sat- 
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isfaction of his purchase, said, “Many poor 
people, I am sure, will have left themselves very 
scanty of bread, that they might have money 
to buy a Bible.” On hearing such an observa- 
tion as this, and knowing it to be just, one feels 
a desire to put the Scriptures into the hands of 
the poor without a price in return. 

“ At one time, three Indians called, having 
heard that I had books for sale. By the term 
Indian, you will understand the unmixed de- 
seendants of the ancient Mexicans, all of whom 
speak, to this day, some of the native dialects, 
though many of them also understand Spanish. 
When they came in, they asked if I had a cer- 
tain book, in request in the country, but whose 
name I forget. I said I had not; and the only 
books I had were Bibles and Testaments. They 
wished to see them.—I gave to one of them 
who seemed to be the principal actor, a New 
‘Testament to look at. He opened it, and it so 
happened that the wrong end of the book was 
toward him. This, however, did not seem to 
give him any concern, as he still kept it in this 
poets without turning the right end towards 

im. This, of course, excited a suspicion as 
to whether he could read or not, and upon his 
being asked if he could, he said no. “Why 
then do you want a book when you cannot read 
it?” was the natural return to the answer he 
gave. His reply to this question was gratify- 
ing ; “I want,” said he, “a book for my chil- 
dren to read.” “ Are your children at school,” 
said I, “learning toread.” He said they were. 
“Do you pay any thing for their education ?” 
Isaid. “Yes,” said he, “I pay two rials and 
a half (15 pence) a week, for each of the two 
children I have at school.” I was very much 

leased to see so much interest taken by him 
in the education of his children, and I recom- 
mended him the Bible or New Testament. as 
the best book he could get for bis children to 
read. “This book,” said I, taking up a New 
Testament, “tells us about God, who made the 
world, and who made us, and all things. It 
tells us that we have sinned against the Lord 
our Maker; it tells us about our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who came down from heaven, and who 
died for us that our sins might be pardoned, 
and it tells us what Jesus has commanded us to 
do. And if we believe in him as our Saviour, 
and do what he tells us to do, we shall be hap- 
py in this world, and when we die we shall go 
to heaven, and be with God, and with Jesus 
Christ, and with all the holy angels.” They 
listened with great attention; and when I stop- 
ped, one of them said, “ Be so good as to read 
us a little piece of the book, if you please.” I 
opened the New Testament, and turned to the 
fifth chapter of Matthew, and said, “ Here are 
the very words of Jesus Christ himself.” They 
listened, and I read the first sixteen verses, ex- 
plaining as I went along. The answers they 
gave to the  ngaea put to them, and the 
observations they made from time to time, 
showed they understood what was said to them. 
I then turned to the third chapter of the Gospel 
by John, and read from the fourteenth to the 
twenty-first verse inclusiv’ ; explaining to them 
about the serpent in the wilderness, and the 
salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ represented 
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sage contained from the niuth verse of the?sey. 
enth chapter of the Revelation, to the end. 
They seemed highly gratified by all they heard; 
and when I had done, they talked with each 
other a little in their own language, and then 
two of them took each a New Testament, whilst 
the third seemed to say he could not afford to 
buy one. They again talked to each other in 
their own language ; and then one of them said, 
pointing to a Bible, “ And that book, what is 
it about?” “Why, that book,” said I, “tells 
us @ great many things. It tells us about the 
people, and the serpent in the wilderness, that 
I was speaking to you about, and it tells us 
how the world and all things were made. Shalj 
Iread to you a little of this book ?” I said. 
“ Yes, do,” said they, all of them. I turned to 
the first chapier of Genesis, and read, explain- 
ing tothem as I wentalong, nota little delight- 
ed with the great attention they paid, and the 
remarks they made. When I had read some 
five or six verses, the one of the three who 
before had seemed to say he could not afford to 
buy a New Testament, comes two steps nearer 
to me, and without saying a word, he thrust 
three dollars into my hand, by way of saying, 
“That book you are reading is mine.” I took 
the dollars with the same silence about their 
object, and went on reading and explaining. 
They continued their close attention tll I had 
finished the chapter, and on concluding, I put the 
Bible into the hands of the one who had already 
given me the price of it, and he appeared truly 
delighted with the volume he had received.” 


MRS. WOLFF TO JEWISH FEMALES. 


The Expositor contains extracts frem Mrs. 
Wolff’s Journal while in Egypt, and also an 
address to the Jewish females at Alexandria, 
which she wrote under date of April 28, as fol- 
lows: 

“ My Dear Friends,—I cannot leave Alexan- 
dria, which I am now about to do, without ad- 
dressing a few lines to you. I had hoped to 
have formed a friendship with you, but as none 
came to see me, I must write to tell you how 
much I am attached to the Hebrew nation. 

“It was my love to your nation that induced 
me to leave my own country, in order to go 
to Jerusalem, that holy city, which now sitteth 
solitary; in order to teach little children the 
way of salvation through Jesus Christ the Son 
of God, who was born of the Virgin Mary. 

“ Mothers in Israel! You love your babes ; 
teach them to love Jesus Christ, the friend of 
little children, who took them up in his arms 
and blessed them, and said of them, “ Of such 
is the kingdom of beaven. 

“Daughters in Israel! Look to him who 
said, “ Whosoever shall do the will of God, the 
same is my mother and my sister.” Ask your- 
selves one simple question. Why are the Jews 
dispersed and persecuted, and no longer a _na- 
tion? Because they crucified the Lord of Glo- 
ry, in whom alone is salvation. If you do not 
believe in him, you must eternally perish, for 
there is one who will accuse you, even Moses in 
whom you believe, for he testified of him. 

“ But I trust the day is at hand, when the glo- 





thereby. I then read to them the beautiful pas- 


ry will be restored to the kingdom of Israel, 
and the nation wil! look on Him whom they 
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have pierced and mourn; and, moreover, on;owe our thanks te the Great Head of the 


Him whose blood they call down upon them- 
selves. saying, “ His blood be upon us, and up- | 
on our children!” Can you think without hor- | 
yor of such a curse being on your uation, even | 
till thisday ? Oh, cleanse yourselves from it, | 
by repentance and fuith in the meek and holy | 
Jesus: Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil ways, | 
for why will ye die, ol) house ot Israel! 

«J could say much: more on this subject, which 
jsthat nearest my heart. My dear sisters, if 
you Will permit a Gentile, so to call herselt, | 
jove Jerusalem, and it pitieth me to see her in 
the dust. I therefore go thither, and I trust 
my going will be blessed. My little daughters 
will be brought up in the land of her forefath- 
ers; and I trust, we shall only be forerunners 
of the ingathering of Israel; for many strik- 
ing events of the times denote that ere long 
the Lord will arise and have merey upon Zi- 
jon, for the time to favor her, yea, the set tine, 
is fully come. Even so, come quickly, Lord 
Jesus! is the constant and earnest prayer of 
your sincere friend, 


Groreiana M. Wotrr. 
Alexandria, April 28, 1828. 


YOUNG LADIES’ MISSIONARY SOCIL-TY 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 


We have only room for a few paragraphs that 
commence and close the last Report of this So- 
ciety. 

As there are seasons in the life of every indi- 
vidual, when he is solemuly and loudly called 
upon to pause—* think of his past hours, and 
ask them what Report they’ve borne to Heaven, 
and how they might have borne more welcome 
news ;” and as States have tycir days which 
duty, interest, or custom, has consecrated, for 
counting their steps in advancement to glory, 
and measuring the degree of their declination 
toward infamy,—that the animating note of na- 
tional thanksgiving may be heard, or the timely 
monitory cry of natioval lamentation may be 
sounded : so, in the career of the Young Lad- 
ies’ Missionary Society of Philadelphia, which 
has outlived the changes of nearly 6 years,—its 
Managers would now announce, that, (by the 
gracious providence of that Adorable Redeemer 
whose cause we have espoused,) another of 
those interesting seasons lias vow arrived, at 
which the Society must pause, unitedly to ac- 
knowledge the goodness of God, and erect their 
“ Ebenezer,”—saying, “ bitherto bath the Lord 
helped us:” that the period bas now arrived, at 
which it becomes the duty of your Managers, in 
accordance with custom, in compliance with the 
wishes of your benevolent patrons, and in obe- 
dience to the voice of your constitution, to pre- 
sent a brief semi-annual report of the Society’s 
operations. 


After a detail of the operations of the Socie- 
ty, the Managers close their Report as fol- 
lows : 


The Young Ladies’ Missionary Society of 
Philadelphia never, since its organization, rest- 
ed upon a broader and firmer basis than that 





which supports it this day. And to-day, we 
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Church who has all hearts in his hand, and in- 
clines them whithersoever He will, that they 
who have given their names as members of this 
society were never more numerous than they 
are this day, 

Ail the monthly meetings of your managers, 
have been well attended, and the harmony that 
has pervaded our councils, and the Spirit that 


/has animated our bosoms, seem to bespeak the 


approbation of Heaven; and under such auspi- 
ces how can we be weary in well-doing ! 

There was a day, when the right which fe- 
males claim, to associate for doing good, was 
questioned, and an apology for their benevolent 
deste was called for. 

It was a day that darkened the avenue to ma- 
ny an human cottage, promising its wretched 
iumates nought, but a life of ignorance and sin, 
and that doomed them to dying pillows, impen- 
itent, hopeless, unvisited and uncomforted ; it 
was a day that prematurely murdered many a 
deed of heavenly character, while as yet it ex- 
isted ouly in the bosom of benevolence: it was 
a day that palsied many a tongue that might 
have spoken salvation to the sin-bound captive, 
und thrown the note of consolation upon the 
ear of many of Zion’s weeping children ; it wag 
a day that withered many an arm, and render- 
ed powerless many an agent that otherwise 
might have lifted high the Cross amid moral 
darkness, that its light like some auspicious star, 
might shine to guide, to cheer, and save—the 
Cross of Christ. 

Shines like the impartial Sun, on rag or robe, 

Cheers a lone pilgrim, or illumes a globe. 

But that day which spurned the mite present- 
ed by temale hands—that quenched the fire of 
charity that glowed in female hearts —that 
frowned upon every association, rendered effi- 
cient by feinale union—that extorted an apolo- 
xy from female tongues, for every benevolent 
purpose they were about to effect, and refused 
to be satisfied without an additional apology af- 
ter it was accomplished—has passed away.— 
Now the Christian female, urged by motives the 
most interesting, solemn, and true, as she con- 
templates the desolations of Zion, and surveys 
extended moral wastes, where thousands live 
enthralled in darkness, brething out their lives 
in agonies untold—with an intrepid, but modest 
spirit, speaks into being an association, not 
merely to weep in unison over the sufferer, and 
retire to their closets to mingle their hearts in 
prayer, for the neglected and the dying—but to 
do something more ; to show to the mothers in 
israel and to the daughters in Zion, how to tread 
in the footsteps of Dorcas—how to participate 
in the praises of Mary, who “did what she 
could” tor Him whom we love—and to inscribe 
upon the tablets of each other’s memory, this 
ever memorable recollection—That it was the 
Spirit of Inspiration (as the roll of Revelation 
was filling up) that guided the pen, that has re- 
corded to the immortal praise of Jewish women ; 
that they “ wrought with their hands”’ to decorate 
God’s earthly tabernacle—and brought “ brace- 
lets, and ear-rings, and jewels of gold,” for the 
service of that sanctuary which was only typi- 
cal of our New-Testament Temple. 

Well then, while with our mothers of a past 
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dispensation, we encroach not upon the prerog- 
utives of those consecrated men who minister 
at the altar—like them we will labor: but it is 
for the completion of a more glorious taberna- 
cle, bringing to its service holier vestments, and 
vessels of purer gold. Yes, for Zion, the beau- 
ty of all lands, and the joy of the whole earth, 
we will continue to toil while our eyes behold 
a single prostrate column, and our hearts be- 
lieve that amid the dust that surrounds her, 
lively stones may be found to reflect the glory 
of Heaven as it is poured down upon the Pala- 
ces of God. Come then, ye daughters of Phila- 
delphia, contemplate the glorious columns that 


lay prostrate around our city, and the gems of 


immortality that lie buried amid the ruins and 
rubbish of our suburbs: come, lest ere long a 
blast from the mouth of the terrible One, blow 
upon the moral desolaticns that surround us, 
and drive the pestiferous dust of their moulder- 
ings to the very vitals of this Christian city, 
polluting the altars of our God—blinding the 
eyes of those who see—and rendering filthy the 
garments of our honorable ones: come, mingle 
your names with ours, or with those who com- 
pose that sister band in our city, compared with 
which, as to age, our society is but a child: 
come with the surrendering spirit of Mary— 
with the pious and heavenly-direeted zeal of 
our Old Testament mothers, and while laboring, 
though worldlings may laugh, and the formalist 
may stir up the “ opposition of devout and hon- 
orable women,” yet, Heaven will approve ; an- 
gels will smile ; the truly wise will applaud ; and 
the illustrious good will pray over us, and our 
eyes shall desery yon prostrate mouldering col- 
umns as they arise in beauty, and yonder gems 
of immortal value now lost iv the rubbish of de- 

ravity as they glitter in the diadem of the Dear 
dceae: 

Then would every Report of the Young La- 
dies’ Missionary Society of Philadelphia awak- 
en an interest in the cause of City Missions hith- 
erto unfelt, and strike a note in unison with: that 
Joud anthem which breaks from every Christian 
land, which rolls itselfin thunder amid the north- 
ern winds, breathes its animating note along 
New Jersey’s plains, and seems to rest in sooth- 
ing sounds o’er Pennsylvania’s altars ; which 
pours its sweet and holy strains through all the 
Atlantic States, and finds its way to Alleghany’s 
summits, then throws its thundering sounds 
adown the western hills and spreads through 
all the western States, then mounting quick the 
echo’s car, it rides beyond the wilderness and 
strikes upon the ear of him who bounds upon 
the Ocean’s wave, and thus it seems to wrap 
the world around, ere it can tell the full amount 
of good achieved in latter days. 





A HEATHEN YOUTH. 


The Female Mission Society of Rindge, N. 
Hi. have put into our hands two letters from 
Seth Payson, a heathen youth supported by 
them at a Mission School in Ceylon. The first 
was written September 1824, about four years 
after his introduction at the School, and gave 
good evidence of his improvement in knowl- 
edge. He had been successfully under the care 


of Mr. Winslow at Oodooville, Mr. Spaulding 


A Heathen Youth. 
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at Batticotta. Mr. Poor theu represented him 
as “a modest and diligent boy, of a good ¢a- 
pacity for learning ;’ of good conduct, and 
sometimes indulging a hope that he had passed 
from death to lite. 

The second letter, from which we make ex- 
tracts below, was written December 20, 1827; 
and is accompanied by a further notice of the 
writer, by Mr. Spaulding. lle says: “ Payson 
is a good young man, so far as an amiable dis- 
position and creditable piety can make any one 
good, He is silent, unassuming and judicious; 
is talents a little above mediocrity, and his 
conduct as a member of the church unexcep- 
tionable. If he wants in any thing, it may be 
inevergy.” The chirography of the letter jis 
very good; in other respects our readers can 
judge of it by the extracts, which are given 
without correction.— Bost. Rec. 


“ Dear Beneractresses—I with much grat- 
itude embrace this opportunity of eommunicat- 
ing some things of my own state, my parents 
and the state of my native country. write 
again hoping you will be pleased to read my 
letter and give me a short account of things tak- 
ing place in your Christian country. 

“IT hope you are in good health as well as 








at Manepy, and Mr. Poor in the Central School 


myself, through the favor of God who brought 
me to this seminary, and showed me the de- 
plorable state in which I was, by giving some 
knowledge both of Christianity and of worldly 
affairs. y 

“Tam now a member of the church, and hope 
that I act my part, or, perform the duties of a 
Christian: though I say this, Iremember a pas- 
sage in the scriptures ; that is, “ He who thinks 
that he stands should take care that he may not 
fall ;” therefore, I request you all to remember 
me in your daily prayers, that the house I built 
may be as one tla.t is built on a rock, and not 
on the sand, 

“JT alwaysin Sabbath afternoon go among 
the neighboring villages to distribute tracts and 
to converse with the people about Christianity ; 
there I find many who were disputing against 
the Christian Religion when the Missionaries 
first came here ; but they are now very anxious 
to hear the religion; by that, I hope and glad 
that this religion will be accepted by the people ; 
by which the Lamb on the right hand of God 
will be glorified. 

“My parents and my relatives are in heathen- 
ism, and are worshipping dumb idols which 
cannot save ; when I see this I am very sorry 
and often pray for them when I am here at Bat- 
ticotta, and in my vacations I often speak to 
them when [ am met with favorable opportuni- 
ties ; but though they then hear well, yet I don’t 
find any feeling in them of the Christian reli- 
gion ; therefore, I beg you all to pray to God 
for my poor perishing heathen parents and for 
myself also. 

“T find there is a great deal of good by your 
sending the Missionaries to this Island ; the peo- 
ple here, were probably afraid to the missiona- 
ries when they first came here; but now many 
of the people are anxious to hear the religion, 
and know well that their religion is wrong and 
that their gods cannot save them : yet I hope the 
Missionaries will be rewarded more and more 
hereafter. 
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“We have reason to expect that the scholars 
in the school will be lights to this dark place 
hereafter by the exertions of the Missionaries ; 
so the Missionaries are expecting to harvest. 

«J am furnished with some parts of Bible, 
by abstaining from my dinner always in Fri- 


days.” a 
MACKINAW MISSION, 


Several letters of a recent date have been receiv- 
ed from this station. The following extracts have 
been obligingly communicated for publication. They 
will not be the less acceptable from the fact, that the 
writer is one of the little band lately fitted out from 
this part of the country.— Western Recorder. 


Mackinaw, Sept. 6, 1828. 
We do hope that two or three of our scholars 
are convinced by the Holy Spirit of their lost 
state, and are anxious to know what they shall 
doto be saved. One of these is E ; she 
has been very tender for several months; but for 
a few days past, her convictions have become 
deep and distressing. She is a full Indian wo- 
man, I should think forty-four or forty-five years 
old, and belongs to a numerous tribe who are 
all Catholics. Her family are very respectable ; 
her father has great influence among the In- 
dians, and is much of a gentleman. Although 

a Catholic, he is very friendly to this mission. 
This morning early, E came into our 
room, to tell us that she had found Him of whom 
Moses and the prophets did write. She shook 
hands with us. Her animated countenance and 
heavenly smile, told the mighty change that has 
been wrought. Yesterday her distress was 
great: she seemed enveloped in the thickest 
darkness : said her life was all sin: she had nev- 
er done one good thing; and it would be perfect- 
ly right for God to send her to hell ; and she be- 
lieved he would. Just at dusk, sister O and 
myself went into herroom; found her lying on 
the bed, her face covered. We had a few vers- 
es of scripture and a few hymns interpreted ; 
then sang, “ Alas and did my Saviour bleed ?” 
&e. Theconverts were present, and we hada 
few prayers. It was a solemn scene ; the Sav- 
jour was present to heal the broken heart. 
E said that while we were singing, her 
heart was melted into penitence, and she felt a 
great change, but dare not tell any one, She 
was so happy she could not sleep; but walked 
the house and prayed alinight. She came here 
about a year ago. She says the spring previ- 
ous to her coming, she and the rest of her fami- 
ly went to a catholic priest to be baptized ; but 
the priest told her at the door, that unless she 
would be married to an Indian whom he should 
choose, he would not baptise her. She was so 
filled with contempt at this proposal, that she 
did not enter the house, but went home very 
angry, and kept thinking what does it mean ?— 
Catholics and Protestants worship one God. 
She then began to think of this mission; (ber 
brother was here before) ; remembered what she 
had heard our people say—that the catholic re- 
ligion was good for nothing. She began to 
think that perhaps we were right, and all sum- 
mer, When she was at work in the field, her 
heart was heavy, and she would not Jearn their 
—- In this state of mind she came to this 
ily. She says that when her feelings chan- 
ged, the Saviour seemed to point her to the time 
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when she stood at the Catholic’s door; showed 
her that it was his kind arm that preserved her 
from that abomination, and brought her to this 
place. With this view her heart was filled with 
love to the Saviour, and joy inexpressible. She 
sees his hand in every thing, and is full of ador- 
ing wonder. Her parents have just arrived; 
and we anticipate a treat for her, as they are 
Catholics ; and they could not have come ina 
better time. She appears anxious for the eter- 
nal welfare of the souls of men, and is deterim- 
ined to be faithful to them. 

You wished me to give you particulars, con- 
cerning my situation, employment, the mission 
family, &c. I will commence by telling you 
something of the Island. Its shape is like a 
turtle ; and hence its Indian name, Michilimack- 
inack, which is in English, Great Turtle. Back 
of the mission house and the village rises a hill, 
nearly perpendicular, which is supposed to have 
been formerly the bank of the lake. It is of 
difficult ascent; but when we gain the top, the 
walk it affords is delightful. If we wish to know 
what is doing on the island, we take a walk on 
this eminence. The walk extends nearly «2 
mile ; from which we look down 150 or 200 feet, 
upon a beautiful plain covered with buildings, 
gardens and beautiful shrabbery ; the shores cov- 
ered with Indian wigwams, and a bark canoe by 
the side of every hut, one of which belongs to 
every Indian family. There were at one time 
more than a hundred of these Indian houses 
within sight of the mission house. On the high- 
est point of the island is an old fort, built by the 
British, when they took possession of it. The 
prospect from this eminence is truly romantic, 
and presents the greatest variety. We have at 
once a view of the whole island, which from 
this place seems small, the water being visible 
on every side. Irom this plage we can see ves- 
sels at the distance of thirty miles, and canoes 
appear in every direction, like specks on the 
deep. ‘There are many curiosities on this little 
spot of earth which I have not yet found time 
to visit. If ever I think of old frends, it is when 
taking this delightful walk with new ones. & 
think I ean say it is one of my greatest trials, 
that my friends cannot enjoy these things with 
me; and when I undertake to describe them, I 
find it impossible to give any justidea. The 
whole island seems more like fairy land, thana 
dwelling place of man. 

1 will now take you into the mission-house, 
and tel! you something of things there, and how 
I spend my time. We breaktast at 6 o’clock, 
dine at 12, and have tea at 5. We have a chap- 
ter read, a hymn sung, and prayers at breakfast 
and tea. Our food is plain but comfortable.— 
When seated at our meals, there is a row of 
boys quite around the room, who sit their backs 
towards us, and who take their food from a 
broad shelf, furnished with tin plates and basins. 
There are twotables through the hall. Around 
one are seated all the girls under sixteen, 
and a class of large boys. Around the other 
are seated our brethren and sisters of the mis- 
sion ; together with the girls and women over 
16, and the boys that are over 18. There 
are six of the former, and two of the lat- 
ter. From 9 o’clock in the morning, till 4, 
P. M. lam in school, The present quurter | 
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have the whole charge of forty scholars, with 
no assistance but what I get from the scholars. 
A number cannot understand English, which 
makes it very difficult to govern them. You 
will not therefore doubt my need of patience. 
We have in the whole school more than one 
hundred children, many of them very interest- 
ing ; but not one of the boys pious. 


SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


A letter dated Oahu, June 1, 1828, from the 
Rev. Artemas Bishop, missionary at the Sand- 
wich Islands, has been received in this town, 
(says the Portland Mirror,) in reply to one ad- 
dressed to his late wife by a female friend. It 
communicates the sorrowful fact, that Mrs. 
Bishop ‘departed from this world, and took her 
upward flight, on the 21st of last February, 
leaving behind her the most cheering and con- 
soling assurance of her eminent fitness for the 
change she has made.’ } -. Lb. is now ‘left with 
two little orphans.’ He has sent a full account 
of her case to the Board. This trying dispen- 
sation has been overruled for the religious in- 
terests of the people, in a manner worthy of 
that God, who, 

* Behind a frowning providence, 
—hides a smiling face.”’ 

Of the calamity, and the mercy, Mr. B. thus 
speaks— 

“The severe affliction which this stroke of 
Providence bas brought upon me is inexpressi- 
ble. It is not only the loss of a wife, but such 
a wife, and in this land of strangers too, where 
she was my only earthly treasure, and at a time 
when her labors seemed to be necded move than 
ever among this people. It was indeed a try- 
ing dispensation to us all, and we all feel anew 
the necessity of girding up our loins to be ready 
also, when our Lord shail call forus. But 
the Lord knows what is best, and will not 
afflict his children beyond what they are able 
to bear. With his messages of chastisement, 
he has also sent his comforts and consolations. 
In this cup of bitterness we have found many 
sweets, so that we can now say, “It is good 
for us to be afflicted.” God has given proof, 
that he can carry on his work, {though human 
helpers fail,] and now at this time there is the 
most extensive revival of religion at Kailua, (the 

lace from which he has removed an efficient 
borer,) that has yet been known in these Is!- 
ands; and that revival was brought about, in 
great part, by the very afflictive dispensation, 
which has filled our hearts with mourning. Be- 
fore ber death, a very remarkable seriousness 
had commenced, and when the funeral scenes 
were over, and her prayers for, and exhorta- 
tions to her pupils were fresh in their minds,— 
when they had witnessed her end and saw that 
it Was peace, there was then a genera! turning 
unto the Lord. Our houses became crowded 
daily with such as came solely with the inqui- 
ry, “ What shall we do to be saved?” and be- 
fore I left Kailua in April last, the number had 
increased to 200, and Mr. Thurston wrote me 
the other day, that the work is still going on 
loriously. I may now safely say with confi- 
tom that there is scarcely a prayerless house 
in that whole village, so generaily is the atten- 





| Dee, 


Mr. B.’s domestic afflictions have been such 
for several months, that the most he could do in 
his missionary work, was, to preach on the Sab- 
bath ; but while his outward prospects had been 
gloomy, divine consolations had abounded. Ar 
the time of his writing he was on a visit at Oa- 
hu, but was expecting to spend the summer in 
travelling over the waste places of Hawaii, and 
preaching to those who sit in darkness and the 


region of the shadow of death. 
= —_——_— — = - ay 
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REFORMATION SOCIETIES IN ENG4s 
LAND. 


Last week a meeting was held in Bristol to 
establish a Protestant Association Society, to 
counteract the spread of the errors of Popery, 
and to aid the cause of the second Reformation, 
Capt. Gordon, a strenuous anti-Catholic, and 


the Independent denomination, spoke and took 
a very prominent part in those proceedings, as 
well as several clergy of the established church. 
When a motion for a committee to carry these 
objects into effect was put from the chair. 
Wintur Harris, Esq. said, he had an addition 
to propose to the motion before the meeting for 
appointing the cominittee ; and he looked with 
a perfect confidence to the Rev. Mr. Thorpe, 
who had proposed such committee, and who as 
a Pastor of a church of Protestant dissenters, 
must cordially approve of the suggestion which 
he would now order for the adoption of the 
meeting, viz. “That if it be an instruction to 
the said committee to examine the Liturgy of 
the church of England, as by law established 
at the reformation, and in use at the present 
day, nnd to report to the next general meeting 
of this Seciety whether there stiil remain in 
such Liturgy any relics of Popery, and wheth- 
er it would be conducive to the principles estab- 
lished at the Reformation, and to the interests 
of this society, that such relics of Popery should 
be expunged from the Liturgy, and to consider 
of the best means by which such expulsion may 
be secured.” 
If the Society about to be formed should be 
successful in prevailing on the church of Eng- 
land to adopt such proceeding, sure he was that 
it would be the proudest day that the church 
had ever seen. As a conscientious dissenter, 
he, in common with multitudes of others, could 
not enter the doors of the church, because he 
found there so large a remnant of what appear- 
ed to him the superstitious relics of the church 
of Rome. Now, if the Society would labor in 
this way, it would then indeed deserve the title 
of the second Reformation—{ Hear, hear}. 
Mr. Harris’s amendment appeared to act like 
electricity on the gentlemen on the platform.— 
Capt. Gordon characterized it as an unprincipled 
attempt to interrupt the proceedings of the 
meeting ; a charge which was indignantly re- 
pelled by Mr. Harris. Mr. Harris, in further 
explanation of his conduct, reminded Capt. 
Gordon, that he had charged against the Cath- 
olics, as one of their obnoxious doctrines, the 
power of absolution: and Mr. H. insisted that 
the same doctrine was still in esse in the Litur- 





tion of the people there turned to religion.” 
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Harris then read, from the book of Common | which they had seen and heard, and bear testi- 


Prayer, in the service for visitation of the sick, 
the words pronounced by the clergy of the 
church :—“ I absolve thee from all thy sins ;” 
and he further observed, that at every ordina- 
tion of priests, the bishop laying his hands oi 
the candidate, used the very words which had 
that day been quoted by the gallant Captain 
against the Catholics :-—* Whosesoever sins 
thou remittest, they are remitted, and whose- 
soever sins thou retainest, they are retained.” 

The appeal made by Mr. Harris to Mr. 
Thorpe, produced the most embarrassing ef- 
fect upon that Rev. Gentleman, and the read- 
ing of those passages seemed to be felt with 
great force by the whole meeting. Every ef- 
fort to resume the proceedings, proved fruit- 
Jess, and the meeting broke up in disorder.— 
English paper. 


DUTIES OF THE BROTHERHOOD. 


Have private Christians any thing to do in re- 
ligious assemblies, where persons are present who 
do not profess religion ? 


It is very obvious that they have no right to 
officiate in the same manner as ordained or li- 
censed preachers ; to the same extent, or with 
the same authority. “The ministerial office is 
very distinct from the common brotherhood, in 
many very important respects. 

But there are more limited social meetings, 
ofa religious nature, where private Christians 
may lawtully take an active part. In meetings 
for prayer, reading the scriptures, and religious 
conversation or exhortation, there is uo reason 
why those who do not profess Christ should not 
be sometimes admitted. And if they are inclin- 
ed to attend with seriousness, is it wrong that 
they should hear a private Christian pray, or ev- 
en hear a faithful and affectionate warning or 
entreaty from his lips? Will either reason or 
scripture forbid it ? 

If we are required to adduce scripture on this 
point, we refer to those numerous passages, 
which require that believers shine as lights in 
the world, holding forth the word of life, not 
ashamed of Clirist or of his words. The small! 
promiscuous assembly affords an opportunity 
for doing good to sinners, and saving souls from 
death. Besides, did not the Christians who 
were scattered abruad by persecution at Jeru- 
salem, and who “ went every where proclaim- 
ing the word,” did they not sometimes address 
themselves to people collected together? If so, 
they must have spoken to unconverted men ; 
for that was during the infaney of the Christian 
Church, and wherever they went they found 
no believers. It is ineredible to suppose that 
they always addressed individuals in private, or 
in the family-circle; or that they forgot their 
Master and his message, the moment they saw 
a score or two of persons collected, inquiring 
What these things mean, and willing to hear 
about the salvation of Christ. Now when the 
Christians were dispersed, the apostles did not 
go. There were other preachers among them, 
without doubt evangelists and teachers. But 
most of them were private Christians; who 
though they did not claim to be commissioned 


mony to the efficacy of the Redeemer’s blood. 

The experience of the church in our own day, 
is a confirmation of this sentiment. Many sin- 
ners have been convicted and converted, by the 
direct instrumentality of the private brethren, 
in the meetings here described. ‘Those church- 
es are most flourishing, other circumstances be- 
ing equal, where the brethren attempt to edify 
each other, and where they stand forth as wit- 
nesses for Christ before them who have not 
known him. Let this practice be extended and 
held under good regulation; let the members 
of our churches improve by practice, and pre- 
pare themselves by reading; then converts will 
be more numerous and the progress of the Gos- 
pel more rapid. 

We are obviously not advocates for the prac- 
tices of soine denominations, where the minis- 
try is degraded and lost, and both the male and 
female members become public preachers. Nor 
‘an we agree with those, who confine ever 
good word and work in the priesthood. e 
fear that our brethren in some parts of New- 
England, in the plan and exercises of their Con- 
ference visitations, are putting laymen forward 
too prominently and publicly, for the future 
peace and stability of the church. Still after 
every abatement and limitation which can pos- 
sibly be required, we are confident in the belief, 
that one crying negligence of the American 
churches, is that of failing to speak of a crucifi- 
ed Redeemer in the ears of a dying world. 

Boston Recorder. 


THE DUTY OF PARENTS TO PRAY FOR A BLES- 
SING UPON SABBATH SCHOOL INSTRUCTION. 


The influence of Sabbath schools upon our 
country is already great and exceedingly salu- 
tary. Eternity alone can reveal the good which 
has been accomplished by them, during the few 
years they have been in operation. Hundreds 
of teachers, while instructing their scholars, 
have been taught of God. Hundreds, and pro- 
bably thousands of children, have been sanctifi- 
ed through the sacred truths which have been 
impressed upon their minds at the Sabbath 
school. Many an abandoned father has been 
reclaimed and converted by the power of truth 
communicated through the lips of his little child. 
Many a thoughtless and unfaithful mother has 
been melted, and brought to repentance, while 
assisting her children in their Sabbath school 
lessons. Many a neighborhood has been re- 
formed—and whole towns have been visited 
with revivals of religion, which have originated 
in God’s blessing upon these sacred institutions. 
Wherever they are established, their influence 
will soon be inwrought with the very founda- 
tions of society ; and to their universal estab- 
lishment, every Christian must look, as afford- 
ing, in the providence of God, the best security, 
that our immensely growing population shall 
be a moral and intelligent, and therefore a free 
population, to the end of time. 

It is commonly remarked, that we must look 
to the revivals of religion in our colleges for 
preachers of the gospel to the ¢estitute thou 
sands in ourcountry. But wherefore, I ask, 





preachers, could not but speak of those things 








may we not—nay, wherefore ought we not to 
Jook to our Sabbath schools also for these a 
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cension gilis? 


It is to Sabbath schools that, 
the world is indebted for a host of devoted mis- 
sionaries; among whom are Morrison, Milne, 
Patterson, and Henderson—meu, by whose in- | 
detatigable labors the Bible has been trausiated 
into the language of a hundred and forty mill- 


Child to Pray. 


Dee 


Now, Sir, I was much pleased with this plan, 
and am confident that it has already accom. 
plished much good. Each Sabbath, the class 
chooses av individual from its own number, 
who is tu act asteacher the next Sabbath. And 


ions of people—the inhabitants of the checrless | the schooi, this individual is required to attend 
forests of Russia have been enlightened—and | the teacher’s meeting, and bring the instruc- 


the expiring flame of Christianity in iceland 
rekindled. 

What encouragement is here to the church 
to lift up her voice to God for his blessing upon 
her Sabbath schools! 
parents earnestly to supplicate the influences of 
the Divine Spirit upon their littl ones! but 
such is the stupidity of the human heart, that 
even real Christians often sink into formality 
in the discharge of the most sacred religious 
duties: and judging both from observation and 
experience, { fear this may be extensively the 
case with regard to the spirit which actuates 
us, in the preparation of our children for the 
Sabbath school. We carefully assist them in 
learning their lessons, and when these are cor- 
rectly said, we send them eway, es we are apt 
to think, duly prepared for their recitations. 
But have we sought with tenderness to impress 
upon the heart, the truths which have been 
fixed in the memory ? When they are gone to 
the schoo! room, do we enter into the closet, 
and wrestle in prayer for their speedy conver- 
sion ? 

I fear we are influenced in our efforts for the 


good of our children, by a vague expectation | 


that so many prayers and instructions will not 
be Jost; and that by and by, before they die, 
the seed sown will spring up, we know not 
how, and they will be saved. But is this state 
of mind eur of a Christian ? 

By what spell is that parental heart paraly- 
zed that can look abroad upon this wretcted 
world, and not desire, above every earthly bon- 
or, that his children may be instrumental ot 
spreading that gospel which is the only remedy 
for its miseries? 

Let us awake to our duty upon this subject. 
Let the ruling motive which impels us to labor 
for our children, and watch over, instruct, and 
pray for them, be, that they may be eminent in 
doing good. With this ardent desire, let us, 
when we have sent them forth to the Sabbath 
school, go straightway to our closets. And 
may the Spiritof all grace, who is able to 
communicate instruction to the youngest mind, 
come into their hearts, and seal them tor his 
own; and raise up among them a multitude 
which shall be as God’s host.—S. S. T'reas. 


MUTUAL INSTRUCTION IN A SABBATH SCHOOL 


Mr. Eviror,—A few weeks since I spent a 
Sabbath in M—, Mass. The interval betweey 
the forenoon and afternoon services, I spent in 
the Sabbath school. I was delighted with all | 
saw; but more particularly with a class of 
young ladies associated together for their own 
mutual improvement in a knowledge of the 
word of God. 

The members of this class were, as I judged, 
from eighteen to twenty-five years of age, and 
as the superintendent informed me, from some 


What encouragement to 


tions there given to the whole class. 

fu this way these ladies are rapidly preparing 
themselves to become intelligent, eflicient Sab- 
bath school teachers. ‘They have already done 
inuch to give the Sabbath school a character, 
Which has challenged aud received the atten- 
tion and hearty co-operation of almost the 
whole town. 

Why, Mr. Editor, may not the same plan be 
adopted in every Sabbath school ? illins 


Does not the conscience of each superintend- 
ent and friend ¢f Sabbath schools, inquire how 
this question of * *’s shall be answered? ‘To 
assist in this decision, we will give a few facts. 
In Andover, West Parish, there are more%than 
70 in the Sabbath school over 30 years of age. 
Also a large number in the South Parish of the 
saine age. 

A short time since we were in company with 
a friend of Sabbath schools from H. in the west- 
ern part of Massachusetts, who informed us 
that although there were not 700 souls in the 
parish, they had 500 in the Sabbath school. 
No individual is too wise or too old (with the 
use of his senses) to gain instruction from the 
| Bible. And we are confident that 6 or 8 indi- 





| viduals, even those 50, 6U, or 70 years of age, 
may acquire more interesting valusble knowl- 
edge of the word of God, by spending an hour 
every Sabbath, tor one year, in mutual instruc- 
tion, than they would acquire alone, in the 
same time for ten years, 
Will not all unite with us, in the opinion, that 
there is no reason why * *s plan enlarged, 
may not be adopted in every Sabbath school = 
[¢b. 


HOW TO TEACH A CHILD TO PRAY. 


As I left my room, one lovely morning, I was 
much surprised to tind my favorite little Alfred 
at the farther end of the passage; instead of 
running to meet me with his usual affectionate 
salutation, he was sulleuly destroying a beautiful 
rose, and surveying me with a repreachtul and 
dejected countenance. Struck with this uuu- 
suai sight, I tenderly inquired the cause of his 
distress, and prevailed upon him: to return with 
ine to my chamber; when he at length reveal- 
ed the source of his unhappiness 

“You told me last night that if 1 prayed te 
God, he would make me good and happy ; and 
before | went to sleep, when nobody was in the 
room, | rose, and did pray unto him; but I do 
not feel at all more happy this morning, bor any 
more inclined to be good than I did yesterday.” 
“Can you tell me, my love, how you felt when 
you prayed, and what you said?” After a 
pause, he replied “I felt afraid of God, and 
thought he would not notice me; but because 
you said he would, I resolved to try; and, as 
vearly as | can remember, J used these words: 





of the first families in the place, 





‘O Lord thou art a very great Ged, and able to 


as they take the same lesson with the rest of 
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jo every thing 5 I beseech thee look upon me, a 
‘ttle child, and make me good and happy for 
: ever and ever. Amen.’ Then I laid down 


again, but did not feel comfortable, and it was a! 


‘Jong time before I could goto sleep; and so, 
after Sally had dressed me this morning, I 
would not kneel down to pray at all.” 

« Well, my dear, I am glad you have told me 
this; I can now assist you in inquiring why your 
prayer Was not answere |, And first, my Al- 
fred forgot what I had so often told him, how 
yerv good, and kind, and gracious our heavenly 
Father is; and therefore he did not feel proper 
jove to him, and confidence in him; secondly, 
he did not confess his sin, and endeavor to be 
truly penitent and humbled on account of it; 
and, thirdly, he did not consider that he was a 
ereat sinner, and utterly undeserving the least 
favor or mercy: that it is for the sake of Jesus 
Christ alone, who is infinitely worthy, that our 
prayers can be acceptable to God, and there- 
jore we must implore every blessing in his 
name, and believe that through him we shall 
receive pardon and grace; and never, my dear, 
forget to pray for the Holy Spirit to come into 
your heart, and make that better, and then all 
your thoughts, words, and actions will be better 
100.” 

A silence of a few minutes ensued, during 
which Alfred was evidently very tnhappy in 
his mind; at length, bursting into tears, and 
throwing his arms around me, he exclaimed, 
“Will this good God let me approach him now, 
after I have had such a wicked thoughr that I 
would never pray again ; for I feel that I cannot 
be happy unless he loves me, and I can call him 
my father?” “O my beloved child, he is ia- 
deed more ready to hear than you ean be to 
pray, nor will he fail to answer, if you go in 
humble sincerity, imploring merey for the sake 
of his dear Son—-that lover of little children 
such as you. He will give you grace, and train 
you up for glory.” 

We were both overcome; Alfred retired to 
follow the advice given him, while my earnest 
prayer ascended to the great Shepherd of Israel] 
for the lamb of the flock. During the day, I 
watched him with uncommon interest, and ob- 
served a peculiar sweetness in the whole of his 
deportment ; which appeared to me very touch- 
ing, although 1 was then a stranger to what 


had passed in his mind; for an opportunity of 


speaking with him privately did not occur un- 
ul the evening, when he followed me to the 
arbor, and without waiting for an invitation. 


threw himself into my arms, exclaiming, “O 


how I love you!” 

I replied, “ My dear, I believe that; but what 
makes you express your affection so particularly 
now?” “You have tanglit me,” said he, “ what 
I never knew before, and I will tell you all 
about it.” “Do, my love.” After a moment’s 


hesitation, he proceeded: “ After you had talk- | 


ed with me this morning, 1 went into my own 
room, and knelt down; as soon as I could speak 
for crying, (for you know that I was very un- 
happy then,) I prayed that God would take 
away my naughty heart, and give me his Holy 


Spirit, and not for my sake, but for the sake of 


Jesus: and then I had sueh a pleasant feeling; 


I thought that Jesus loved me, and that he! 
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| would keep me from sinning so again, and he 
seemed so good and kind, that I could not help 
loving him; and I loved every body more than 
I did before, but especially you, for sending me 
| to the Saviour.” 

| Jtis impossible to say how deeply this rela- 
tion affected me, given, as it Was, with the most 
artless simplicity. 


BEQUESTS. 


Among the bequests to the publie charities, 
of the late James Tillard, Esq. of Canterbury, 
(Eng.) were these, for whieh munificence let 
his memory be blest—To the Central National 
School Society in London, £20,000; to the 
Westminster Hospital, £10,000; to the Philan- 
thropic Society, £10,000; to the Indigent Blind, 
£10,000 ; to the Kent and Canterbury Hospital, 
£5,000 ; to the National Schools, £2,000, 3 per 
cents; to the Lying-in Charity, £2,000—making 
£59,000 ; besides £50,000 for various religious 
purposes: in all nearly half a million of dollars, 


The late Mr. George Gray, a native of Scot- 
‘and, but a resident at Baltimore for several 
vears, left the following liberal bequests to pub- 
lic institutions: To the University of Maryland, 
in trust, for the sole use and benefit of the In- 
firmary attached to the Medical College, the 
sum of $5,000; to Heriot’s Hospital in Edin- 
burg, 96 shares of the United States Bank stock, 
equal, at its present value, to about $11,900; to 
St. Andrew’s Society of Baltimore, a lot of 
ground op President-street; and to the Balti- 
more Female Orphan Asylum, a lot of ground 
on President-street. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
NEW-HAVEN, Decemper 20, 1828. ' 








HONORABLE MUNIFICENCE. 


We have just seen a letter from Elisha Lee, Esq. 


of Sheffield, Mass., authorising an agent to dispose 








of some valuable landed property in the State of New- 
York, from the avails of which he has made the fol- 
lowing donations :— 
for a perma- 
$1,000 


To the American Education Socicty, 


nent Scholarship, . . : 


American Board of Foreign Missions, . 600 
American Home Missionary Society, P 600 
American Bible Society, . ‘ 400 
American Tract Society - - 400 

Total, $3,000 


We have often made 2 comparison itn our own mind 


between this lieing beneficence, and the sort of 





death-bed generosity that is often made so much of. 
| Charity, like every good thing, is certainly “ better 
late than never ;"’ and it is invidious perhaps to makea 
question of the merits of a man who will give at any 
| time, there are so few, comparative ly, who give at all, 


| But if the munificence of the dying man who “ makes 


a virtue of necessity,’ and graciously concludes to 


leave what he cannot take with him, is to be extolled, 


what meed of praise belongs to one who imparts of 


It docs 
actuctly amount to little else. in many instances. than 


the good things which he himself is using 
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giving a direction to the cast-off substance which can 

be used no longer. Many doubtless remember ex- 
ceptions to this remark :—we remember eminent ones 
ourselves, and should be very unwilling to suffer it to 
attach to the memories of the few, who by a dying be- 
quest have summed up a life of benevolence—* whe- 
ther living or dying, doing all unto the Lord.” But 
with these exceptions, there is in this eleventh-day 
charity but little of the trne essence of benevolence— 
little sacrifice of self-interest—little of that conflict 
between the heart and the conscience, victory in 
which, makes up the chief virtue of charity. On the 
other hand there is sometimes a something in it sa- 
vouring too much of papal absolution:—a sort of 
compounding with a violated conscience, and buying 
peace with an ili-spent life, that ought never to be an 
ingredient in an act which with the purest motives is 
but an offering of duty. 


—- 


YALE COLLEGE. 


The following synopsis which we copy from the 
Connecticut Observer, is but a repetition of the state- 
ment we published a few weeks since, but we are in- 
duced to repeat it for the sake of the closing remarks 
of the writer. 


The Catalogue of Yale College for 1828—9, 
presents an aggregate of four hundred seventy 
five Students. 

These are from every State in the United States, 
excepting Indiana, Missouri, and Illinois; and 
we notice scattering names, from Upper and 
Lower Canada—from East Florida—trom the 
West Indies— from South America—and four 
from Greece. 


Of this number—there are, 


from New-England - - . - 232 
* Connecticut - - - - 217 
“ Massachusetts . ~ - - 42 
“ New-York - - . . : 51 
* Pennsylvania - - - - 27 
“ Maryland - - - - - 17 
It is obvious toremark, fromthe above Sy- 


nopsis, that this venerable Lnstitution is regard- 
ed as a .Vational University, 
and Professional Departients are filled by Stu- 
dents from the Northern, to the Southern limits 
of our Continent. 


4 sce SS pits .) et rer > eren » | ° 
Of these Students, two hundred and seventeen | Post-Masters to deliver Letters, Papers, and 


ure from Connecticut. What a precious then’t! 
How intently should the Clergy of our State fix 
their eyes on this nursery of piety and learning 
—how carefully should it be cherished by the 
Friends of learning throes zhout our Country. 
If any thing can add to the public confidence 
in the good management of this Institution, it is 
the fact, that more than two hundred of tts pupils 
are the sons of parents who reside in this smal] 
State; where every point, in the discipline and 
instruction of the College, is open to public ob- 
servation. H. 


MAILS ON THE SABBATH. 


A Circular Letter from a very respectable Com- 
mittee appointed by the friends of the Sabbath in 


Vale College—Maiis on the Sabbath. 


Dey 


panied with the subjoined Memorial. We hope qa , 
tition Congress on this subject. If any are discoura. 
ged by the failure of former attempts, let us remem, 
ber the motto of the immortal Raikes—‘‘ Try.” 


MEMORIAL, 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Rep. 
resentatives of the United States of America, j;, 
Congress assembled. 


The undersigned, inhabitants of the city of 
New-York, beg leave, in the following Memp. 
rial, respectfully to represent, That the trans. 
portation and opening of Mails and the delivery 
of Letters and Newspapers from Post-Offices, 
on the Lord’s day, are practices injurious to the 
morals, and consequently dangerous in their 
influence upon the civil institutions of this coun. 


multaneous effort will be made in every place to pe. 





as its Acudemieal, | 





try. Fourteen years ago petitions and remon- 
strances were presented to Congress from the 
inhabitants of various States and Territories of 
this confederacy, detailing the evils resulting 
from the practices complained of, and urging 
upon the Representatives of the people the ob- 
ligation of abolishing them. These applica- 
tions were referred, it appears by the records 
of Congress, to the Post-Master General ; but 
it does not appear that he felt as if public opin- 
ion would support him in yielding to the prayer 
of the petitioners, as he is in part empowered 
to do by law. ‘The question appears to be one 
of too great magnitude for the Head of a De- 
partment to decide upon, without the Congress 
bel the United States having given it an expres- 
} 

| 





sion of their opinion. This might have been a 

reason for the Post-Master General’s not acting 

upon the petitions referred to him ; but it is be- 

lieved that another difficulty arose from the fact 
lof the nation being then involved in war, which 
'rendered it inexpedient, in the view of Con- 
| gress, to correct the evils at that time. Since 
|that period, the evils resulting from this viola- 
ition of the Sabbath have increased from year 
ito vear, till they have reached an extent alarm- 
ing both to the friends of morality and of a 
free government. Your Memorialists have wit- 
nessed this increasing immorality with deep re- 
lgret and solicitude, and they are constrained to 
believe that it isin vain for the friends of good 
order to attempt to protect this holy day from 
desecration while the Government allows the 

fails to be carriedton Sundays, and requries the 





} 
} 


Packets, “on every day of the week.” We 
feel that we have a right to look to the Govern- 
ment of our country for example; and that 
those whom the people have clothed with pow- 
er will not permit a practice which is continually 
undermining the morals, and consequently en- 
dangering the liberties of the nation. 

While the mails are transported on the first 
day of the week, there will be much unneces- 
sary travelling, the post offices will be opened, 
the news-room thronged, workmen employed in 
printing offices, expresses sent in various direc- 
tions, and the attention of large portions of the 
community withdrawn from a becoming rever- 
ence of the day, to be occupied with secular 
concerns. Your Memorialists deem it unne- 
cessary to urge upon the Congress of the Uni- 





New-York, has been received in this City, accom- 


ted States the obligation of observing the Lord’s 
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day, of protecting the people in their religious 

rivileges, and the baneful consequences of prac- 
Foes which, under the sanction of government, 


are ap apology for every other violation of the 
Sabbath by individuais They may, Lowever, 
» - 


be permitted to state, that the governumeut of 
God is recognized tin this Christian land, that 
the observance 01 the Lord’s day is enjoined by 
divine authority, aud that history furnishes a- 
bundant evidence that a general disregard of it 
involves the destrucuon ot civil liberty. 

The Memorialists do not think it will be ex- | 
yected of them to reply at length to the argu- 
ments used in defence of transporting and open- 
ing Mails on the Sabbath, and the delivery of 
Letters and Newspapers at Post Offices, as the 
Honorable Bodies addressed will at once per- 
ceive that an entire suspension of secular busi- 
ness on that day would operate impartially on 
the whole community ; that experience demon- | 
strates that the rest of one day in seven condu- | 
ces alike to a vigorous prosecution of business 
and to a healthy moral tove; and that the whole 
array of arguinents in favor of breaking the 
Sabbath is answered by the solemn truth, that 
the violations of this holy day are contrary to 
the laws of God, and detrimeutal to the phys- 
ical, civil, and moral good of the people. It is 
under a full conviction of the importance of the 
Sabbath, of its extensive violation by govern- 
ment and individuals, and that a perseverance 
jn its abuse involves the ruin of both, that your 
Memorialists deem it their solemn duty respect- 
fully, but earnestly, to urge upon Congress to 
wut anend to the transportation and opening of 
fails on the Lord’s day, and the delivery of 
Letters and Newspapers at the Post Offices.— 
We would hope, too, that the members of our 
Government, by their conspicuous example in 
this regard, by their cogent arguments in the 
halls of legislation, and by their manifestation 
of a sacred regard for the Sabbath in all the ar- 
rangements of business at the Seat of Govern- 
ment, in the army and the navy, in all the pub- 
lic offices, and upon the highways of our land, 
will exert a powertul influence in checking the 
immoralities named, and in protecting an Insti- 
tution which is more efficacious in perpetua- 
ting the blessings of a free goverinent than the 
best laws ever framed by the wisdom of man. 
And your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will 
ever pray. 





j 


WINNEBAGO INDIANS. 


The Deputation of Indians, which we mentioned at 
p- 380, on leaving the seat of Government, had an 
audience with the President. An old Chief deliver- 
ed a speech, which was first reported in French by 
an Indian of the half-blood, and rendered by anoth- 
er into English, thus— 


_ * Father—Iam glad to see you. I hold out this 
pipe, and I take your hand, in friendship. 
“Father—A cloud has been between us. It 
was thick and black. I thought once it would 
never be removed. But I now see your face. 
It looks upon me pleasantly. 
“ Father—a long way stretched between us. 
There were those who told me it was blocked 


Winnebago Indians. 
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I attempted it. It is like the plain path which 


conducts to the Great Spirit. 


“Father—when I came in sight of your 
home, it looked white and beautiful. My heart 
rejoiced. [thought now I should tulk with you. 

 Pather—The Great Spint gave to his chil- 
dren, the W innebagoes, a pleasant plant. It is 
good to smoke. J have it here ; (touching with 
his finger the bowl of the pipe) 1 give it you in 
peace. ; 

“Father—I amas old as you. My heart is 
true. ‘They told me your heart was black, It 
is not so. We salute in friendship. 

“Father—I say no more. My talk is Iittle. 
I ama chief among my people. But one is 
here who will speak to you soon, and tell you 
better our thoughts.” 

“The address being ended, a young Winne- 
bago advanced in obedience to a signal from the 
old warrior, and lighted the pipe with fire 
struck from a flint. ‘The pipe was then presen- 
ted to the President, the chief still holding its 
stem. He inhaled a few puffs, and as the smoke 
curled gently upward, the savage group gazed 
with intentness and uttered a low murmur of 
satisfaction. ‘The chief then handed the calu- 
met to all the spectators in order, and lastly to 
each of his tribe. It was next made over in 
form to the President to be retained ; who, re- 
questing the Indian to lay one hand upon it 
again, While he pledged him with the other, 
proceeded to dictate to the interpreters his re- 
ply: 

“Say to this Chief, I rejoice to see him. He 
and his brethren are welcome to me and my 
children. 

“Tell him, it has grieved me that a cloud has 
been between us; but I am pleased equally 
with him, that it has been dissipated. It 1s dis- 
persed like the fumes of the pipe we have smok- 
ed. May it never close down upon us more! 

“*Say—I am glad that he and his compan- 
ions meet me on this prepitious day. Bid him 
look to the fuce of the heavens. No cloud is 
there. The sun shines brightly upon us. The 
Great Spirit looks down and smiles upon our 
meeting. 

“Say—lI hope the same sun will light his 
path in peace to the abodes of his fathers. When 
he is gone, I will look upon this pipe with pleas- 
ure; and should J hear ever after that in place 
of pacific, any hostile dispositions break forth 
among his nation towards my brethren and 
children, 1 will say it isimpossible. For I have 
the word of a Winnebago, which must be true, 
that his people pledge their amity with mine, 
and have left this pipe in token of sincerity. 

“Say—lI yesterday beheld with satisfaction 
the sports of himself and his associates, as they 
practised their ancient war-dance upon the 
green beneath my windows. But a higher 
pleasure I now experience—and ove the mem- 
ory of which will endure—in cordially greeting 
him within these walls, and reciprocating as- 
surances of plighted concord.” 

Each of these periods, so soon as interpreted, 
drew forth a hoarse plaudit from the savage au- 
ditors. Once it swelled to a deafening howl, 
in acknowledgement of the compliment paid to 
the inviolate integrity of their word.—.National 





up. They said the Red men could not pass it. 
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The Gospel a Message. 





For the Religious Intelligencer. 
THE GOSPEL A MESSAGE. 
Two Tracts at least to every Family. 


The two following propositions, we believe, 
may be sustained by the most conclusive evi- 
dence, and will commend themsclves to the ap- 


probation of every enlightened Christian : 

1. That it is the duly of those who have the Gos- 
pel, to canny and veviver tt to all who have it 
nol. 


2. That, in the want of other means, it should 


be carried, without delay, by Tracrs. 


The meaning of the term “ Gospel,” is glad 


tidings, or a joyful message sent—not a prize 
long sought by those who knew its worth, till it 
was found ; but a message, carried and tendered 
to men who was ignorant of it, and would nev- 
er have come after it. 
was sent from heaven to bring to a lost world 
the message of salvation, through his own aton- 
ing blood. He commissioned .dposiles [messen- 
gers,] and sent them forth to carry and deliver 
this message to men, multitudes of whom, he 
forewarned his disciples, must be expected to 
reject it. “IT send you forth,” said he to them, 
“as sheep in the midst of wolves”—but howev- 
er dark the prospect might be, He required them 
to go and deliver the message. ‘This injunction 
Christ continually urged upon his followers ; 
and repeated with great eniphasis, just before 
his ascension into heaven: “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth, shall be saved; but he that 
believeth not, shall be dammed.” And lest any 
should possibly so lose sight of the nature of the 
Gospel, as to suppose this command not bind- 
ing on all his followers in al! ages, He added, as 
appears in the Gospel by Matthew, “ Lo, [am 
with you, alway, even uuto the end of the world.” 
The salvation which the Gospel reveals, is 
through faith in Jesus Christ. “ But how,” says 
the Apostle, “ shall they believe in him of whom 
they have not heard ? and how shall they hear 
without a preacher ? aud how shall they preach 
except they be sent?” The primitive Aposiles 
and disciples of Christ, amid persecution and 
the most appalling obstacles, labored to convey 
this message to fullen men, as if they felt the 
import of their Lord’s injunction, and knew that 
the eternal salvation of men depended, under the 
blessing of the Holy Spirit, on their fidelity. — 
Some, in our age, have felt a measure of the 
same responsibility-—-we believe it will be felt 
by all, before the millenial day shall bless our 
world—and why should it not now be felt by all ? 

Our indifference to this subject, Christian 
Brethren, does not release us from the respon- 
sibility which God bas devolved upon us. We 
know our Master’s will, and should well beware, 
lest in the day of judgment, we be found to 
have been guilty of withholding the message of 
the Gospel froin the multitudes, to whom, had 
we been faithful, it might have been communi- 
cated. 

Christians can now no longer be excused from 
this duty, because preachers of the Gospel are 
not to be obtained in sufficient numbers to sup- 
ply the destitute ; nor because they feel them- 
selves incapable of personally communicating 


The Sou of God himself 
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Tracts, the great truths of salvation may, with. 
out delay, be conveyed to all who can reaq 
There is no obstacle to their being printed, ang 
means sufficient being furnished tO purchase 
them, and all engaging in their circulation ; anq 
God has shown that he is ready abundantly t 
| bless them. 

We pray the reader, while contemplating this 
subject, not to fix his mind merely on the dis. 
tant destitute ; but to think also of those in his 
own neighborhood, and within the circle of his 
own personal acquaintance and influence, who 
enjoy not the Gospel. It is not enough that ou 
| fellow-beings in the midst of us have access to 
| the preaching of the Gospel, and might hear j 
ifthey would. We must carry the message of 
the Gospel to their firesides, and tender it to every 
family and soul of them ; and we must do this a. 
gain and again, till our Christian warfare is en- 
ded, or it shall be no longer necessary for one 
man to say to another, “ Know ye the Lord,” 

We doubt whether any ‘Tract Association or 
Auxiliary, have carried these messages of the 
Gospel to all in the field of their operations, as 
thoroughly and faithfully as their duty has re- 
quired. Many, because they were in high life, 
or had imbibed the delusions of infidelity and 
fatal error, or had sunk low in the vice of intem- 
perance, or wilfully refused to present them- 
selves in the house of Ged to hear the message 
of the Gospel, have been passed by in the dis- 
tribution of tracts; and have scarcely had the 
invitations of the Gospel presented to them, in 
any form, more than the distant benighted 

















to men a knowledge of the way of life. By 


heathen. Officers and members of Tract So- 


* \ecieties have kept their Tracts laid upon their 


shelves, and neglected to supply the perishing 
at their very doors. Are there not many who 
will rise up in the judgment and say, “ If these, 
our neighbors, and kindred, and friends, had 
but communicated to us the tidings of salva- 
tion through a Redee. .er, we would have re- 
pented; but they gave us not so much even as a 
Tract, to warn us of our danger and tell us of 
the way of life.” 

How long before it shall be told, that in such 
a town, or county, or state, two Tracts or more 
have been placed in every family which was eill- 
ing to receive them? How long before this shall 
be true of the whole United States ? The Amer- 
ican Tract Society have already sent four faith- 
ful men to engage in this work among tle 
4,000,000 in the valley of the Mississippi, and 
another into one of our most destitute south- 
ern states; and stand pledged, by the blessing 
of God and the co-operation of the Christian 
community, to sustain them all, and still to car- 
ry on the work in all the destitute portions of 
the country. Inmore favored portions, it must 
be performed by the voluntary efforts of the 
friends of Christ; and eternity, and, in many 
instances, time, there is every reason to believe, 
will show the most gratifying and blessed re- 
sults. 

Look at the Rev. Drs. Henderson and Pat- 
erson among the desolations in the north of 
Europe. In one parish, where, amid the forms 
of a corrupted church, the name of Christ was 
scarcely known, they caused four hundred co- 
pies of the “ Great Question Answered,” written 
by the excellent Andrew Fuller, to be distribu- 
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_ which may be followed throughout all our ter- 


) multitudes in our extended country, the richest 
' spiritual blessings. 
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wd. The consequence was, that that “ Great 

Question,” “ What must Ido to be saved?” was 
i asked by multitudes. Their preacher himself 
became alarmed. They began to assemble in 
a large barn, for prayer and the sincere wor- 

\ ship of God; and the issue was the conversion 
of the parish, pastor and people, to the vitality 

) of Evangelical religion. 

' Letsuch means of grace be used in the towns 


? 


and villages of our own favored country—let 


the “ Great Question Answered,” the “ Way to | 


be saved,” or some other striking, searching 
~ Tract, be placed in every family—and who can 
‘caleylate the magnitude of the results which 
; may be expected to follow ? 
' We wish every reader of these lines, espe- 
cially every Officer or member of an Auxiliary 
/ Tract Society, immediately to enter on the 
_work of supplying every family in his own vi- 
_ cinity with Tracts, and thus to set an example, 


 yitories, and may bring down upon unnumbered 








Revivals of Ucligion. 





REVIVAL AT SEA. 


Extract of a Letter to one of the Editors of the 
New-York Observer, dated Oahu, Sandwich 
Islands, March 10, 1822. 


My Dear Brotuer,—From the isles of the 
sea, I am allowed again to address you; and I 
could quickly fill my sheet by the most brief 
rehearsal of the mercies bestowed upon us by 
the hand of our Divine Helper, or by a collec- 
tion of mere references to the causes of our tri- 
als. While a multitude of facts crowd upon 
my mind, which would not fail to interest you 
should I acquaint you with them, I must deny 
myself the pleasure of writing the many, and 
invite your attention to a single one, which, | 
trust, will not only awaken your interest and 
afford you pleasure, but call forth your gratitude 
and praise to God, and thus the communica- 
tion may redound to his glory. Nay, I would 
hope that others may be encouraged and re- 
freshed by it, and that many who “ go down to 
the 8ea in ships and do business in the great 
waters,” may be led to seek and obtain by sim- 
ilar means, the pearl of great price, whose val- 
ue infinitely exceeds all the gains of commerce 
and all the merchandize of earth. 

The fact which ! proposed to mention is, that 
of a semi-weekly prayer and conference meeting on 
board a whale ship, both in port and at sea. 

Such a meeting was established on board the 
ship Enterprize, about six months ago, on the 
indication of special seriousness in two or three 
individuals. The Lord was pleased, as we have 
good reason to believe, to visit them with the 


the crew had a new song put into their mouths. 
I was favored (with two of my brethren last 
evening) with the opportunity of attending one 
of their meetings in the harbor of Honolulu. It 
was, I assure you, a novel scene in this place. 
It was in the large and commodious, not to 
say elegant cabin of the Enterprize, now com- 


Revivals of Religian. 





























manded by Capt. Obed Swain, formerly, by 
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Captain Reuben Weeks, and which has always 
been a tabu ship,—a term which you will not 
find it difficult to understand. 

We went off with the first mate, Mr. Stetson, 
in a boat so deeply laden with passengers, part 
of the ship’s crew who had been on shore on 
liberty, and several boat-steerers from the Ram- 
bler and Sarah, that Mr. S. remarked that he 
should not like to pursue a whale in that con- 
dition, but hoped that we were going for a bet- 
ter object. Their usual method is, to open the 
meeting with a hymn,—then a prayer is offered, 
and liberty is given for any one to state his 
feelings, or give advice to his companions,— 
when a hymn and prayer closes the exercises. 
Nearly the same order was observed last eve- 
ning. Mr. Goodrich addressed them from Ps. 
exix. 59,60. One of us gave an exhortation, 
which was followed by very appropriate re- 
marks by Mr. Stetson. There was a stillness, a 
solemnity, and a tenderness in the little circle of 
five and twenty or thirty, which indicated the 
fulfilment of the promise, “ Where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them.” One young man from 
the Sarah, who had been observed to be in 
tears, pressed the mate’s hand without speak- 
ing, as he parted with him, and the mate invi- 
ted all to attend again on the next Sabbath 
evening. 

The second mate, Charles W. Coffin, told me 
that they had the happiness to hope that the 
Captain, (who had been received on probation 
by the Methodist Church at Nantucket,—who 
early prohibited profane swearing on board, and 
has encouraged their attention to religion,) the 
three mates, the first of whom had once enter- 
tained a hope before. four boat-steerera, and 
five men before the must, were among those 
who truly love the Saviour: and though others 
have gone back, they hope that these will stand 
firm and persevere tot he end. I have convers- 
ed with several of them who came to our house 
as to ahome before the ship entered the harbor. 
Most of them appear to have had pious instruc- 
tion in the Methodist connexion. They are 
sober, modest, and apparently reformed ; and I 
hope, truly sincere young men, bound to a bet- 
ter port than this. They have been into port 
once, at St. Francisco, since the work commen- 
ced. They continued their meetings, though 
grieved to see soine draw back. Here they will 
have their faith and virtue tried, but he that 
breaks not the bruised reed nor quenches the 
smoking flax, can uphold their goings. May 
these, and multitudes besides, receive his bless- 
ing, and obtain the crown of life. 

With unabated affection, your brother, 

H. Bineuam. 
Extract of a letter from a gentleman in the city of 

Washington, dated Dec. 2d, 1828, to a gentle- 

man in Philadelphia. 


Knowing that you take a deep interest in the 
prosperity of Zion, you will participate in our 
joy, when IT inform you that the Lord has shed 
upon the Ist Presbyterian Church here, the say- 
ing influences of his Holy Spirit. At our last 
communion 25 persons, chiefly young, uni- 
ted with the Church; and we expect at our 
next, as many more, to make a public profess- 
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ion of their faith in our ascended Redeemer— 
many of them are young inen, and the flower 


of our city. 


Our Sabbath schools, too, those luxuriant 


nurseries of the Church, are flourishing with us. 


During the last quarter, seven of our teachers 


Temperance.—Presbytery of South Alabama. 
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consider that every Philanthropist, Patriot anq 
Christian, in this country, is called upon imme. 
diately and vigorously, to exert himself to pro. 
mote the success of their design. 

Resolved, That we will ourselves wholly ab. 
stain from the use of ‘distilled spirits, except as 





and three scholars were hopefully converted to | a medicine in case of bodily infirmity; and tha 


the Lord. What speaks volumes in favor of | 
these institutions, is the fact, that nearly all our 


young converts have been more or less influen- 
ced in their religious feelings through the salu- 
tary effects of Sabbath school instruction: 
whilst watering others, they themselves have 
been watered. 

Rutoers Cotirece.—The work of grace, 
which had commenced, sometime ago, among 
the literary students in Rutgers College, New- 
Brunswick, is still in pleasing progress. About 
fifteen are in a state of anxious inquiry, besides 
those who have “ obtained good hope through 
grace,” and have been received into the fellow- 
“= of the church. 

here are upwards of twenty students in the 
Theological Seminary there ; all of them of de- 
voted piety and of eminent talents. 
[ Ref. Dutch Mag. 

Hanover, Va. and Vicinity.—The Rev. E. Ball 
writes toa gentleman in Boston, Oct. 13th, as fol- 
lows. A glorious revival of religion commenced 
with my dear people about 2 years ago, which is not 
yetover. Between 150 and 206, mostly white, have 
been received. The cause of Christ is advancing in 
this region. About 2000 were added to the Dover 
Association last year. 

Washington, Pa.—The unsualatiention to religion 
in Washiugton, which commenced in February last, 
has still continued without any apparent abatement. 
The work has never been of that powerful and gen- 
eral nature which has been witnessed in many places. 
Yet many cases of conviction have been very pun- 
gent, and some of them long continued. It has rath- 
er been like the continued descending of drops of 
mercy, than like the bursting cloud. The whole 
number that have been admitted to the privilege of 
church members, upon examination, is 81 All of 
them have been admitted with caution, and they all 

so far as 1 know, walk worthy of their profession, 
and manifesta zeal for the cause of Christ.— Pilts- 


burgh Spec. 
TEMPERANCE. 


A Society for the Promotion of Temperance 
was formed in Glastenbury, on the 29:h ult. 
The following are among the resolutions adopt- 
ed, which are to regulute the practice of its 
members. 

We the subscribers, believing that the mode- 
rate use of ardent spirits is, for persons in 
heaith, not only unnecessary but injurous; that 
it ie the cause of intemperate appetites and hab- 
its; and that while it continues, intemperance 
With its wide-spread and desolating evils, can 
never be prevented,—do therefore form_our- 
selves into a Society for the Promotion of Tem- 
perance, and adopt the following resolutions 
and constitution, and agree to abide by the 
same. 

Resolved, That we do cordially approve of 


we will not allow the use of them in our fani. 
lies, nor offer them for the entertainment of oy; 
friends or visitors. 

Resolved, That the custom, which requires 
the employer to provide ardent spirits for the 
laborer, is unreasonable and destructive; and 
that we will not hereafter offer them to labor. 
ers or mechanics in our employment, unless jn 
cases when we conscientiously and deliberately 
believe it to be our duty. ; 


Resolved, That in future we will conscientious. 
ly endeavor to employ only such persons as do 
wholly abstain from the use of ardent spirits. — 


Conn. Obs. 

Ata highly respectable Meeting, held at the 
Lecture Room of the Congregational Society 
of Pittsfield, Mass. on Thursday evening 
Nov. 27, it was 
Resolved unanimously, That it is the wish of 

this meeting, that the merchants and others of 

this town, vending and retailing ardent spirits, 
should altogether abstain from doing so, as soon 
as may be practicable. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 

express to the merchants, &c. the sentiments 

of this meeting. 


PRESBYTERY OF SOUTH ALABAMA. 


The Alabama Herald states that this Pres- 
bytery but six years ago consisted of five mem- 
bers, two of whom are dead, and one removed, 
who now belongs to the Presbytery of North 
Alabama. It now consists of eighteen mem- 
bers, three licentiates, and three candidates. 
The Lord is doing great things for his church 
in this newly settled country, whereof we are 
glad. 

The congregation assembled during the re- 
cent session of Presbytery, was the largest ever 
convened in this section of country, amounting, 
it is probable, to from 3 to 4000 persons. An 
unusual degree of attention was manifested to 
the solemn services of the meeting, by the audi- 
ence in general. Christians were refreshed, 
many mourners were comforted ; and some who 
had been thoughtless and unconcerned were 
awakened and brought in bitterness of soul to 
confess their sins. Fourteen members were 
added to the communion, on a public confession 
of their faith in the Redeemer ; three were bap- 
tised ; the whole number of communicants about 
three hundred. Christians and ministers at- 
tended from Mobile, Claiborne, Cahawba, Sel- 
ma, Montgomery, Autauga, Tuscaloosa, Mon- 
roe, (Miss.) and from the Choctaw and Chicka- 
saw Nations. Much brotherly love and €hbris- 
tian harmony prevailed throughout the inter- 
esting season, which continued five days. 





Frrenpiy Isuanps.—The Tahitian teachers 
at Tonga have been very successful. About a 





the principles and objects of the American So- 
ciety for the Promotion of Temperance : and 


year since one of them wrote that four of the 
royal family had embraced the Gospel]. Since 
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Dec, F258) 
t ang [pat time, the Research, sent out to discover the 
nme. te of La Peyrouse touched there, and found 
pro. vat the whole district had become Christian. 
a ANECDOTE 
bing of Rev- Oliver Heywood, an ejected Minister in 
that Yorkshire, Eng. 
ami. Be Mr. Heywood being reduced to great straits af- 
Our ger the loss of his income, so that his children be- 
anto be impatient for want of food, called his 
tires feservant Martha, (who would not desert the family 
’ the jn distress) and said to her, * Martha, take a bask- 
and rand go to Halifax ; call on Mr. N. the shop- 
.. keeper, and ask him to lend me five shillings. I 
8 in pe is kind enough to do it, buy those things which 
tely you know we most want, The Lord give you 
s good speed, and in the mean time we will offer up 
us. our requests to him “e ho heareth the young ra 
wm yens when they cry.” Martha went, but when 
“ae she came to the house her heart failed her, and 
; she passed by the door again and again, without 
going in to tell hererrand. Mr. N. standing at 
the the shop door, called her to him, and asked her 
ety if she was not Mr. Heywood’s servant. When 
ing she told him that she was, he said to her, “Tam 
© BB glad to see you, assome friends here have given 
of [me five guineas for your master, and 1 was just 
of P_thinking how I might send it.” Upon this she 
ts, burst into tears, and told him her errand. He 
on was much affected with the story, and told her to 
come to him, if the like necessity should return. 
to Having procured the necessary provisions, she 
its hastened back with them, when, upon entering the 
house, the children eagerly examined the basket, 
and the father, hearing the servant’s narrative, 
said, “ The Lord hath not forgotten to be gra-, 
cious: his word is true from the beginning: they 
S- that seek the Lord shall not waut any good thing.” 
nN- 
‘» The following which is translated from the French, 
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(says the Journal of Commerce) is handed us for pub- 
lication, 
To the Ladies of the Greek Committee of N. York. 


The gratitude and obligation which 
s feel towards the philanthropic and 
ous nation of America, presses particularly 
upon a Greek female to return an early answer 
tothe letters with which the American ladies 
have been pleased to honor them. Uniting her 
thanks with the voice of the people, and I trust 
with the liveliest gratitude, she would assure 
; you, ladies, that the beneficence and consola- 
tions Which you have heaped upon the unfortu- 
‘uate, will never be effaced from our hearts ; and 
‘the example of so glorious a nation will excite 
us to imitate your virtues, and your noble liber- 
ty, to which we aspire. Accept again my most 
tender attachment, and excuse my little skill in 
a language with which I am not sufficiently ac- 
quainted to express to you all I feel in my heart, 
or all the praise which is your due. 
Iam, ladies, with most profound respect, your 
very humble servant, Ture Directress, 
of the American Hospital at Poros. 


ADVERTISING WIVES. 


There is a practice which is very general 
among printers; that is, insertiygg advertise- 
ments of a husband, forbidding the public to 
trusthis wife. From long observation, we have 
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found that in ninety-nine cases in a hundred, 
where a wife has been advertised, the husband 
is a worthless sot, and the wife a heart-broken 
and excellent woman. We do not pretend to 
more sagacity than our neighbors ; but we have 
rarely failed to anticipate the object of a man 
who offered us such a notice for publication, 
by his meaching appearance, the moment he en- 
tered the office. Our invariable rule is to reject 
such notices; and we believe that other printers, 
if they reflected on the subject as we have, 
would follow our example. ‘The value receiv- 
ed for an advertisement of this deseription, 
should be set in competition with the wounded 
feelings of an innocent female, and her helpless 
children. This subject has presented itself to 
us particularly this time, having had occasion, 
the present week, to refuse the insertion of two 
“postings,” as these advertisements are term- 
ed.—Porlsmouth Advertiser. 


A Crristian Farner. 

A venerable Baptist minister, (Mr. Young) 
formerly of Caroline Co. Va. now entered into 
his rest, once said to a ministering brother—* I 
have seven children, for whom I have long been 
praying, and yet nol one of them is a Christian. 
If I were a righteous man, surely my prayers 
would prevail; but believing God can answer 
the requests of his people after their death J am 
determined to persist as long as I live.” 
these children have been added to the Church 
since his death.—Christian Mirror. 





Transylvania University, Ky. has now 70 students, 
and about 40 in the preparatory class. The medical 
students are between 170 and 180. 

The Rev. J. S. Christmas, late of Montreal, is ap- 
pointed as Chaplain in the United States Navy ; and 
we understand will accompany the Rev. Mr. Stewart, 


Ovituary. 





denly, Mr. Isaac Augur, aged 74--an industrious me- 
chanicand a worthy citizen ; on the 12th. Mr. Charles 
Whittelsy, aged 64. 

At Truxillo, in the republic of Peru, on the 18th 
July last, Mr. John B Goodrich, aged 26 years; el- 
dest son of James Goodrich, Esq. of this city. 

At North-Haven, Mr. Samuel Brocket, aged 25. 

At Bristol, Trumbull co. Ohio, Mr. Jonathan Walk- 
er, aged 44, formerly of Haddam, Ct. 

At Leicesier, Mass. Mr. Winthrop Earle, aged 21, 
a graduate of Yale College, in 1826. 

At Hartford, Mrs. Augusta T. Rodgers, wife of 
Dr. J. S. Rodgers, and daugiiter of Lieut. Gov. Win- 
throp, of Boston; Mr. Thomas Wright, aged 27): Mr. 
Elias Carter, of Canterbury, aged 23—death'occa- 
sioned by a kick from a horse. 

At Bridgeport, Mrs. Jennet A. Baldwin, wife of 
Deac. J. b. Baldwin, aged 32. 

At Wilton, Mr. Azor Belden, aged 79, an officer 
of the revolution. 

At Newark N. J. Mr. Aaron B. Williams, of Nor- 
wich, Ct., printer, aged 20. 

At Hamden, Miss Goodyear, aged 16, daugh- 
ter of Mr. Lewis Goodyear. 

At North-Haven, on the 7th inst. Chester Smith, 30. 

At New-Orleans, Nov. 8th, Frederick H. Stanley, 
in the 20th year of hisage. He wasa native of New- 
Haven, Conn. 

At New-York, on the 12th, after a protracted and 
painful illness, Caleb Horton, Esq. in the 61st year of 
his age; for vears arespectable merchantof that cits 





Four of 


























































ne oe 


430 Poetry—The Missionary.— Maternal Influence.— Backbiting. 


aE EEE 
Poetry. 


From the “ Remember Me, for 1829.” 
THE MISSIONARY. 


Onward, ye men of prayer ! 

Seatter in rich exuberance the seed, 

Whose fruit is living bread, and all your need 
Will God supply —his harvest ye shall share. 


To him child of the bow, 

The wanderer of his native Oregon, 

Tell of that Jesus, who, in dying, won 

The peace branch of the skies—salvation for his foe! 


Unfurl the banneret 

On other shores,—Messiah’s cross bid shine 
O’er every lovely hill of Palestine ; 

Fair stars of glory that shall never set. 





Seek ye the far-off isle ; 

The sullied jewel of the deep; 

O’er whose remembered beauty angels weep, 
Restore its lustre, and to God give spoil. 


Go, break the chain of caste; 

Go, quench the funeral pyre, and bid nu more 
The Indian river roll its wave of gore ; 

Look up, thou East, thy night is overpast- 


To heal the bruised, speed ; 

Oh, pour on Africa the balm 

Of Gilead, and her agony to calm 

Whisper of fetters broken, and the spirit freed. 


And thou, Oh Church! betake 
Thyself to watching, labor-—help these men :-— 
God shall thee visit of a surety, when [awake ! 
Thou’rt faithful—Church that Jesus bought, awake! 
" MATERNAL INFLUENCE. 
(Furnished by a Clergyman for the Pastor's Journal ) 


A pious mother io S. Carolina, who has a husband, 
moral but not devout, is in the daily habit of praying 
with her children. She lives in poverty and obscuri- 
ty. Her house, containing one small room, is situ- 
ated near a retired grove, to which, in the twilight of 
the evening, she goes, accompanied by her numerous 
family of interesting children, where she prays for 
them, and often for each one by name. If, during 
the day, one of then, has behaved very improperly. 
that one is not allowed the privilege of accompanying 
the mother, brothers, and sisters, to their delightful 
place of evening prayer, but as a punishment, is ob- 
liged to remain in the house alone. The child at the 
house, with all his disobedience, is not forgotten in 
the mother’s prayer; and often the waywardness of 
some of the children present, is remembered in her 
supplications. This method of uniting piety and af- 
fection, with maternal displeasure, acts with a saluta- 
ry power upon their consciences, and gives them an 
early and lively perception of right and wrong. As 
might be expected, her son, a lad of promising tal- 
ents, who has distinguished himself for the length 
and correctness of his lessons in the Sabbath School, 
after professing his faith in Christ, has with a cautious 
deliberation, which would have been honorable to 








@ge and experience, commenced his academical 
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course for the ministry. Others of the children are 
anxious to obtain religion. This mother is cheerful, 
happy, and very industrious ; and, on the subject of 
practical piety, is rich in knowledge, decided in pur- 
pose, and ardent in performing. No other person can 
exert so happy an influence on the present character 

and future destinies of the young, as a mother of judg- 
ment, decision, and practical religion. 





BACKBITING. 


There is a powerful propensity in human nature to 
what is properly denominated backbiting, i. e. to 
make the faults of an absent person the subject of fa- 
miliar conversation. This is a vice so mean, so mis- 
chievous, so cowaraly, so characteristic of littleness 
as well as malignity, that every holy man should be 
ashamed of it. O what wisdom, mercy and beauty 
is there in this direction, “If thy brother shall tres- 
pass against thee, go and tell him his fault between 
thee and him alone; If he shall hear thee, thou hast 
gained thy brother, but if he will not hear thee then 
take with thee one or two more that in the mouth of 
two or three witnesses every word inay be establish- 
ed.”” If this rule was universally obeyed, three parts 
of the feuds and quarrels which destroy the peace 
and desolate the temporal interests of mankind would 
be cut off, 





Do not uphold and favor one good object to the 
prejudice of another. People sometimes act respect- 
ing the several good objects, very much as the early 
christians did, respecting the several Apostles, when 
some cried up Paul, others Apollos, others Cephas. 
They are all good, all worthy of support, therefore 
help all, and exclude none. 

Be systematic in vour efforts and charities. ‘ As 
God hath prospered you,” so give and do. System is 
certainty. 

Set your hearts, as well as your heads and your 
hands to work. If your hearts are in your work, you 
will be surprised at the results. If the walls of Jeru- 
salem went up, itwas because the “‘ people had a mind 


to build.” 


A little while is enough to view the world in: Na- 
ture treads in a circle, and has much the same face 
through the whole course of eternity: Live well and 
make virtue thy guide ; and then let death come, soon- 
er or later, it matters not. 





(> The meeting of the General Con- 
ference of the Churches is to be holden at Wood- 
bridge, (Bethany Society), on the 7th of January 


next. 
The brethren are requested to call on Mr. Lewis 


Thomas. 





Letters received at the Office of the Religious Intelligens 
cer during the week ending Dec. 17th 1828. 


Timothy Jones; Rev. Converse Francis ; Thomas 
B. Hickox; John Lloyd; Doct. Alpheus Morse; H. 
Safford ; John Carpenter ; 41. Vandurvier; Ambrose 
Fales ; Doct. James R. Camp; Rev. Noah H. Gillet; 
Rev. Barnabas King; Mary A. Beardslee; Nathaniel 


C. Bates; Rev. Thos. H. Wood. 
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